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PRELIMINARY DATA ON ROAD SAFETY
IN EUROPE IN 2002

Improvement in the West
Stability in Central and Eastern European Countries
Deterioration in the CIS

Preliminary official data available from ECMT Member Countries reveal
considerable divergence in the evolution of road safety in European countries in 2002.
While road safety improved quite a lot in Western European countries there was virtually
no change in the situation in Central and Eastern Europe. In CIS countries, however, road
safety again deteriorated significantly.

In Western Europe the number of road traffic fatalities declined in 2002 by
nearly 3.5 %, the best result since 1996. This positive news is strengthened by the fact that
in 2002 the number of injured decreased by 4.6 % and the number of accidents by 4.2 %,
the steepest drop in years.

In Central and Eastern Europe the number of fatalities increased by 0.3% in
2002. Thisresult put an end to the significant improvement observed in 2000 (- 4.8 %) and
2001 (- 4.7 %). Conversely the number of injured dightly decreased (- 0.1 %) as more
markedly did the number of accidents (- 2.3 %).

Once again the Community of I ndependent States was confronted in 2002 with
arise in the number of people killed on the roads (6.5 % ). Significant increases were also
seen in the number of persons injured (+12.9%) and in the number of accidents
(+ 10.1 %), the worst results observed in these countries since 1990.

Behind these global figures lie significant variations from one country to
another, as the following tables show:
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Western Eu_ropean Number of deaths 2002/2001
countries 2002
Austria 956 -02%
Denmark 463 +74%
Finland 415 -42%
France 7242 -6.2%
Germany 6 842 -1.9%
Iceland 29 +20.8%
Ireland 376 -85%
Malta 16 0%
Netherlands 987 -06%
Norway 310 +12.7%
Spain 5347 -31%
Sweden 560 -39%
Switzerland 513 -57%
United Kingdom 3431 -4.6 %
Total 27 487 -35%
Central and Easte_rn Number of deaths 2002/2001
European countries 2002
Albania 250 -15.8%
Bulgaria 959 -51%
Croatia 627 -31%
Czech Republic 1431 +7.3%
Estonia 224 +12.6%
FYR Macedonia 176 +64.5%
Hungary 1429 +15.3%
Latvia 518 +0.2%
Lithuania 697 -1.3%
Poland 5827 +53%
Romania 2 398 -26%
Slovak Republic 626 +0.2%
Slovenia 269 -32%
Serbia & Montenegro 847 -33.6%
Total 16 278 +0.3%
ClScountries Number of deaths 2002/2001
2002
Belarus 1728 +84%
Moldova 412 -0.2%
Russian Federation 33243 +75%
Ukraine 5082 +1.4%
Total 41 365 +6.5%
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